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“Greetings to you all”  
This news Letter comes out at the beginning  of the Season of Easter .We begin the Season of Easter 

straight after the Holy Week. It begins on the Easter Sunday. Easter thus a symbolic reminder for all 

Catholics that Jesus has overcome death and sin. It marks the victory of good over evil. The resur-

rection of Jesus is a magnificent event that shows the realization of our Christian faith. In 1 Corin-

thians 15:17, Saint Paul wrote that “unless Christ rose from the dead, our faith is in vain.” By sacri-

ficing himself, Jesus Christ saved humanity from the shackles of sin. His eventual resurrection is a 

promise of a new life.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Take a look at these beautiful reminders that HE IS RISEN! 



  

Dear Coordinators,  

I wish you all a happy Easter and Happy Teachers Day 

in this part of the year 2020 with a lot of disturbance 

of this corvid 19. 

What an Easter celebration we had this year 2020?  As 

we celebrate Holy Week and Easter quietly due to corvid 19 with its re-

strictions and safety measures we are grateful to God for the protection he 

had for us in our country. We are looking forward to the easing of restrictions 

to the point where we will go back to normalcy in June. It is long and waiting 

period for us to go back to our work and visitations to schools.                                                             

In this month of May of our Blessed Mother Mary we pray for those afflicted 

by CORVID 19 and for all people connected with their care especially our 

medical staff and doctors who are at the front line saving lives. Mindful they 

are risking their lives also. 

To all of you teachers, I wish you all a Happy Teachers Day. Hope you did 

something about your celebration in your own schools and don’t forget that 

15th of May is always our National Catholic Teachers Day and slot it in your 

school calendar.  The date is the 15th of May is the feast day of St John Bap-

tist Della Salle who is our Patron for teachers that is why we have slot this in 

the calendar.  

Before you do something good for yourself and your neighbour think twice 

that you are doing something good to help you and your friends, do the 

Corvid 19 directions of:  

Wash your hands better with soap and water. 

Cough into your elbow 

If you feel sick- stay home 

Social Distancing. 

Welcome Message From NCREC  



Pope Message on Easter   
 

“Dear brothers and sisters, Happy Easter! 

Today the Church’s proclamation echoes throughout the 

world: “Jesus Christ is risen!” – “He is truly risen.” 

Like a new flame this Good News springs up in the night: 

the night of a world already faced with epochal challenges and now op-

pressed by a pandemic severely testing our whole human family. In this 

night, the Church’s voice rings out: “Christ, my hope, is risen!” 

In these weeks, the lives of millions of people have suddenly changed. For 

many, remaining at home has been an opportunity to reflect, to withdraw 

from the frenetic pace of life, stay with loved ones and enjoy their company. 

For many, though, this is also a time of worry about an uncertain future, 

about jobs that aerate risk and about other consequences of the current cri-

sis. 

This is not a time for division. May Christ our peace enlighten all who have 

responsibility in conflicts, that they may have the courage to support the ap-

peal for an immediate global ceasefire in all corners of the world. This is not 

a time for continuing to manufacture and deal in arms, spending vast 

amounts of money that ought to be used to care for others and save lives. 

Rather, may this be a time for solution that will allow both to live in peace.  

Dear brothers and sisters, Indifference, self-centeredness, division and for-

getfulness are not words we want to hear at this time. We want to ban these 

words forever. They seem to prevail when fear and death overwhelm us, that 

is, when we do not let the Lord Jesus triumph in our hearts and lives. May 

Christ, who has already defeated death and opened for us the way to eternal 

salvation, dispel the darkness of our suffering humanity and lead us into the 

light of his glorious day, a day that knows no end”. 
  



  

 

 Diocesan Updates   

 

The Catholic Education Office  of the 

diocese of Wewak have worked very hard 

during the Easter Period. They did a good 

cleaning both in and outside of the office  

in  preparation for the  Easter 

Celebration as  part of their normal duty 

which they usually do every year. Hover 

ever ,  Mr. Noel Langu, my Assistant  was 

part of their group for the short period of 

time. He   visited their office during his 

three weeks break  in Wewak . He spend  

a week in his village in   East Sepik Province 

and  three weeks with the diocese of Wewak 

helping  our CEC and CES with their 

project proposal plus  doing cleaning up.   

Moreover Mr. Langu  expressed that , there 

are significant thing that he  personally 

discovered while working with them was 

the spirit of effective communication .      

 

Diocese of Wewak   

 

Liturgical memorial of Our Lady of Fatima in the cathedral in Wirui.  

St. Lawrence Catholic Parish in Dagua PNG  

On the first Saturday of May in Papua New Guinea we 

celebrate the liturgical memory of Our Mother Mary Star 

of the Sea. The celebration was at the grotto of Our Moth-

er Mary Star of the Sea in Dagua Parish. We prayed for all 

PNG inhabitants and sea people, including those who died 

at sea.  

https://www.facebook.com/St-Lawrence-Catholic-Parish-in-Dagua-PNG-1774724432674173/?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBywLxa6o21gOyxqGkKOXDTBZFXCBJhLoYq8mdAXfXta815OCrMdTFTEX2JSsuKyf7CMEy9f6xEK9NfMSzUWXJ0s9t8Qo9wqwgyKlIjN_TNp92z_z-0ld752xRxjpAZ9eoXEavcc56UjNvolgyj-cMjfZSCn


Diocese of Kerema  

On the 6th to 7th  of  April, the 

teachers from the Catholic schools in 

Bema Parish  had their two days 

workshop on sexuality and marriage 

enrichment.  The two days seminar 

was very encouraging where most of 

our teachers who have attended the 

workshops have something good to 

share with their families and co– 

workers in the Schools . The seminar 

went very well, where we had a lot of 

discussing and sharing and this was 

a tremendous experiences  for our 

teachers.  

They now had a better understand about the sacrament of marriage. They 

are looking forward to have their marriage blessed. God bless them. 

 

These are the 28 children of two 

primary schools Muro and Kavava 

who had their two days retreat at 

Lariau. Fr John Billy was available 

for the daily mass and the 

sacrament of reconciliation. It was 

for two full days. They went home 

after the Palm Sunday celebration . 

STUDENTS  FROM 

MURO & KAVAVA , 

DURING THEIR 

TWO DAYS 

RETREAT   



Christian Religious Education   Workshop . Diocese of  Bougainville  

   

 

 

Teachers having the  adoration , Before Commissioning  . 

Teachers reciting their commissioning  rites  

The main Theme for the commissioning was “Our Schools – Our Hope”, was taken from the Reflections on 

Catholic Identity 2011 Catholic Higher Education Collaborative Conference, Journal of Catholic Education, 

Vol. 16. It helped us reflect of the dynamics of our catholic schools in the diocese. It reminded us to revisit 

and reflect our Catholic Identity in the field of Catholic Education, and to look at it in different perspectives.  

To situate the teachers, the reflection started by asking these questions: “Who am I as a Teacher?” and “Why 

I teach?” It was stressed out that teaching is a ministry. It was also pointed out that teaching is not a regu-

lar job but a vocation. In Baptism we are called to announce the good news of the Kingdom. As such we have 

a mission to become evangelist living in the midst of the community. Therefore a teacher is called to partici-

pate in the mission of Christ: to build the kingdom of God among the students, parents, and teachers in the 

school community. Three main key areas were reflected and shared; (1) identity; (2) mission and core values; 

and (3) leadership in the context of catholic education.  

Finally a after the commissioning activities  the teachers went back to their respective schools with confi-

dence, more courage and enthusiasm to continue their mission, not only as teachers but as co-journeyers of 

the students in the realization of their dreams for the future. 

The Diocese  of Bougainville  have their Teachers’ Commis-

sioning on Term 1 (February to March 2020) with the theme 

“Our Schools – Our Hope .The  commissioning and recollec-

tions happened on the locations and dates suggested by the 

teachers themselves. The following schools were from Buin 

Deanery, Haisi Parish, North-east Deanery, Selau Suir District, 

Hahela Parish, Hanahan Parish and St. Albert Sub-parish. 

Something that was very significant during the teachers com-

missioning,.  

The teachers were given a time of  reflection with  blessed 

sacraments. This is to help them prepare for the  Confession.  

The Holy Masses were celebrated by the parish priests in the 

respective deanery/parishes. The Caretaker of the diocese 

took the Buin Deanery while the Chancellor got the Our Lady 

of Assumption - Hahela parish.  

Also in attendance were teachers from the government 

schools were part of the commissioning. The event  conclud-

ed with the  Head Teachers and CRE Coordinators meeting.  

It was to inculcate to the teachers regarding the enflesh-

ment of the catholic identity of the catholic school in CRE 

program through instructions, materials and activities in line 

with the liturgical seasons throughout the academic year 

2020.  



  

  

 

LIVING THE LIFE OF ROSARY  

Prayer of Consecration                         

to the Blessed Virgin Mary Symbolic Sharing  
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UPDATES  ON  FODE .                                                                                                     

This is a good place to briefly, but effectively, describe your product or services.  

TITLE TEXT  

In our  first National  Catholic  Education Board meeting here CBC ,we were discussing on our school 

leavers of Grade 8 and Grade 10 leaving school at that Grade and no further education for them as a 

lot are coming from our Agency schools. These three key questions came up for us in Catholic Educa-

tion  on : 1 .  How can the Church or diocese help them to continue within the system?   

2.  How can we as the Church help our students leaving Grades  8,10,12 ?  

3.  Is there a way we can help our students to continue their education in our diocesan schools when 

they discontinue in Grade 9,11 and after Grade 12 ?   

The Board has asked me to do something about this as I represent the Church to the FODE Governing 

Council. I have seen the Principal of the FODE at the Head Office two weeks ago after the locked down. 

The answer is that the FODE is the way forward.  They are more than  happy to assist us set up FODE 

centers in the Diocese and get the students to continue 

their FODE and complete the course like the system 

schools.  

He suggested that the existing High and Secondary 

school principals to take the initiative to help to pro-

vide teachers and classrooms to help these students. 

The teachers will help teach the subjects and the new 

system of the FODE is that they will sit for the same 

examination together with the rest of the students in 

the system schools and once they do well they will en-

roll to do Grade 9,11  like in that system school.  

This is a proposal I will bring up to the Bishops during 

the AGM  next month and up to the Bishop of each diocese to decide. Please discuss these this with 

your CES and bring to your Education Board of your diocese for open discussion.  



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We remember for those sick at the time of Covid-19 

 In this time of  great challenge of the Covid-19, the office would like to remember those 

people who suffering from various diseases  and unable to move around due to the lock –

down. We remember especially for family members and love ones that may our good Lord 

always guide and protect them always.  

Also we Remember Fr Paul Jennings  as he have recovered from his illness and ready to 

come back to PNG  when ever the state of emergency is cleared sometimes next month. We 

pray for his health as well  and wellbeing  so that he can continue to serve the people of 

God in PNG.  

 

 

   

 

Anniversaries  and for the sick people  

 In this month of Mary we  offer our special prayers for our two CES  who worked 

very hard to serve the church especially  the Commission of Education  in PNG .  

We remember Late Mr.  Philip Alabeti  from the Diocese of Alotau  as well as we 

also remember Late  Mr. John Wangal from the Diocese of Wabag who both 

passed away in  the March  2019. 

Please Let us pray for their soul  as their families are remembering the death of 

their father.  May our Good Lord grant them a internal peace.  The Photo below 

is for Late Philip Alabeti . Unfortunately I cannot find any photos of late John 

Wangal so was not inserted in the news letter.  



 

“We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of 

God”. 

 In the present tragic situation, when the whole world is 
prey to suffering and anxiety, we fly to you, Mother of 

God and our Mother and seek refuge under your protec-
tion. 

Virgin Mary, turn your merciful eyes towards us amid this 
coronavirus pandemic.  
 
Comfort those who are distraught and mourn their loved ones who have died, and at times 
are buried in a way that grieves them deeply. Be close to those who are concerned for their 
loved ones who are sick and who, in order to prevent the spread of the disease, cannot be 
close to them. Fill with hope those who are troubled by the uncertainty of the future and 
the consequences for the economy and employment. 
Mother of God and our Mother, pray for us to God, the Father of  mercies, that this great 
suffering may end and that hope and peace may dawn anew. Plead with your divine Son, as 
you did at Cana, so that the families of the sick and the victims be comforted, and their 
hearts be opened to confidence and trust. 
 
Protect those doctors, nurses, health workers and volunteers who are on the frontline of 
this emergency, and are risking their lives to save others. Support their heroic effort and 
grant them strength, generosity and continued health. 
Be close to those who assist the sick night and day, and to priests who, in their pastoral con-
cern and fidelity to the Gospel, are trying to help and support everyone. 
 

Blessed Virgin, illumine the minds of men 
and women engaged in scientific research, 
that they may find effective solutions to 
overcome this virus. 
Support national leaders, that with wisdom, 
solicitude and generosity, that they may 
come to the aid of those lacking the 
basic  necessities of life and may devise so-
cial and economic solutions inspired by far-
sightedness and solidarity. 
 
 



PRAYER FOR PROTECTION FROM CORONAVIRUS ; Pope Francis . 

Please let us all pray with Pope  Francis for this Covid– 19 Pandemic  

 

O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as 

a sign 

of salvation and hope. 

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick. 

At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ 

pain, 

with steadfast faith. 

You, Our Refuge and our Hope, know what we 

need. 

We are certain that you will provide, so that, 

as you did at Cana of Galilee, 

joy and feasting might return after this moment of 

trial.                                                                                                           

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the Father’s will 

and to do what Jesus tells us: He who took our sufferings upon Himself.  

Beloved Mother, help us realize that we are all members of one great family and to recognize the bond that 

unites us, so that, in a spirit of fraternity and solidarity, we can help to alleviate countless situations of pov-

erty and need. Make us strong in faith, persevering in service, constant in prayer.  

Mary, Consolation of the afflicted, embrace all your children in distress and pray that God will stretch out his 

all-powerful hand and free us from this terrible pandemic, so that life can serenely resume its nor-

mal   course. 

To you, who shine on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope do we entrust ourselves, O Clement, O Lov-

ing, O Sweet Virgin Mary. Amen. 

 

 

 
 
 



Current Updates on the Covid-19 here in PNG  .(By Chief Superintendent Dominic D. Ka-
kas, BEM, DPS. ) 

Papua New Guinea has eight confirmed cases of COVID-19, the last was about two weeks ago.. 
Out of the 8 cases, 6 were mild and have fully recovered. Two were moderate cases, admitted to 
hospital and recovered, out of which 1 case was repatriated. All our eight case have turned out 
negative, including the 3 from the Western Province. These 3 and the woman from EHP have al-
so tested negative in the second tests and are awaiting their third tests before they are cleared. 

 We must not relax but remain vigilant. We are still seeing countries in other parts of the world 
as well as in our region reporting new cases. So I appeal once again to you all to continue to ad-
here to the public health measures. It’s a challenge for our schools in many ways as they adhere 
to the new NORMAL.  

Teachers and school boards of management need help from the parents and community to en-
sure children are safe. Here is today's global update on the COVID-19 pandemic. The global re-
port comes from WHO. Globally we have: 3,267,184 confirmed cases;229,971 deaths of which 
5,799 new.  Western Pacific Region we have:150, 403 confirmed cases;6,166 deaths of which 39 are 
new. 

By country the figures are as follows: Australia has 6,767 total confirmed cases and 93 deaths; 
Philippines has 8,772 confirmed cases and 579 deaths;  Singapore has 17,1O1 confirmed cases 
and 16 deaths; New Zealand has 1,134 confirmed cases and 20 deaths; Guam has 142 confirmed 
cases and 5 deaths; French Polynesia has 58 confirmed cases and no deaths; Fiji has 18 confirmed 
cases and no deaths; North Marianas Islands has 14 confirmed cases and 2 deaths. 

Indonesia has a total of 10,551 confirmed cases with 780 deaths. 

Papua has 240 confirmed cases, an increase of 30 new infections in the last 24 hours. The death 
toll is still 6 and recoveries at 48.   

For Papua New Guinea a total of 125 samples pending results in Brisbane as of today.  Also, a I’d 
like to say thank you for all the work that is going on, especially in the provinces. Reports com-
ing from the provinces and regions show there is a lot of work going on the provinces.  

The provincial plans on COVID-19 cover activities such as screening of people at ports of en-
try;  clinical services which areas like the set up of isolation rooms or places, cough triage path-
ways and communication as in West New Britain, there is a set up of a billboard  at  

Hoskins Airport on COVID to make people aware of this new virus. Other activities include 
training for and sensitization for health workers as in Kevieng on April 27 for church and health 
workers. Surveillance and testing of persons of interest is ongoing in various places in the coun-
try. As seen from update today, we’re still seeing countries in other parts of the world as well as 
in our region reporting new cases. Total of 66 Papua New Guineans brought in since Thursday, 
April 30 are in quarantine for the next 14 days as per COVID-19 protocol. 

Current Updates on the Covid-19 here in PNG  .(By Chief Superintendent Dominic D. Ka-
kas, BEM, DPS. ) 

Papua New Guinea has eight confirmed cases of COVID-19, the last was about two weeks ago.. 
Out of the 8 cases, 6 were mild and have fully recovered. Two were moderate cases, admitted to 
hospital and recovered, out of which 1 case was repatriated. All our eight case have turned out 
negative, including the 3 from the Western Province. These 3 and the woman from EHP have also 
tested negative in the second tests and are awaiting their third tests before they are cleared. 

 We must not relax but remain vigilant. We are still seeing countries in other parts of the world as 
well as in our region reporting new cases. So I appeal once again to you all to continue to adhere to 
the public health measures. It’s a challenge for our schools in many ways as they adhere to the new 
NORMAL.  

Teachers and school boards of management need help from the parents and community to ensure 
children are safe. Here is today's global update on the COVID-19 pandemic. The global report 
comes from WHO. Globally we have: 3,267,184 confirmed cases;229,971 deaths of which 5,799 
new.  Western Pacific Region we have:150, 403 confirmed cases;6,166 deaths of which 39 are new. 

By country the figures are as follows: Australia has 6,767 total confirmed cases and 93 deaths; Phil-
ippines has 8,772 confirmed cases and 579 deaths;  Singapore has 17,1O1 confirmed cases and 16 
deaths; New Zealand has 1,134 confirmed cases and 20 deaths; Guam has 142 confirmed cases and 
5 deaths; French Polynesia has 58 confirmed cases and no deaths; Fiji has 18 confirmed cases and 
no deaths; North Marianas Islands has 14 confirmed cases and 2 deaths. 

Indonesia has a total of 10,551 confirmed cases with 780 deaths. 

Papua has 240 confirmed cases, an increase of 30 new infections in the last 24 hours. The death toll 
is still 6 and recoveries at 48.   

For Papua New Guinea a total of 125 samples pending results in Brisbane as of today.  Also, a I’d 
like to say thank you for all the work that is going on, especially in the provinces. Reports coming 
from the provinces and regions show there is a lot of work going on the provinces.  

The provincial plans on COVID-19 cover activities such as screening of people at ports of en-
try;  clinical services which areas like the set up of isolation rooms or places, cough triage path-
ways and communication as in West New Britain, there is a set up of a billboard  at  

Hoskins Airport on COVID to make people aware of this new virus. Other activities include train-
ing for and sensitization for health workers as in Kevieng on April 27 for church and health work-
ers. Surveillance and testing of persons of interest is ongoing in various places in the country. As 
seen from update today, we’re still seeing countries in other parts of the world as well as in our 
region reporting new cases. Total of 66 Papua New Guineans brought in since Thursday, April 30 
are in quarantine for the next 14 days as per COVID-19 protocol. 



                

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Organization 

 
Describe your location by landmark or area of town.  

New  materials  

produced by 

the 

Commissions  

 

Tel: 555 555 5555 

 

 

The office of the National  Religious Education 

Commission  have produce three different School 

materials.  These  are Church Code, Catholic Philos-

ophy and a Catholic Identity. These are in conjunc-

tion with the Commission’s  motto; "Promoting  

Catholic  Faith Through Religious Education”! 

 The  Ideology behind the scene is to help our teachers 

to know their role in teaching and promoting Catholic 

education in our schools  

 The copies are available  in the office. Some have been 

sold out  to CEC Port Moresby, Bereina, Kerema and 

Goroka  for them to use it for teachers workshops and 

retreats and commissioning.  

   

SOME RE BOOKS  FOR SALE  

 The following materials for 

sale: 

 Teachers guide Gr 11.1, 

11.2,11.3 and 11.4 

 Teachers Guide 

Gr12.1,12.2,12,3&4 

 Catholic upper Secondary 

Curriculum  

 Dare to Love personal De-

velopment & Human Sexu-

ality Gr9—12 Teachers 

Guide 

 Dare to love Personal Develop-

ment   

 Grd 5-8 Student Book.   

 2020 school Calendar  

 

 


