
CALLED TO THE FULLNESS OF LIFE AND LOVE 

Pastoral	Letter	from	the	Bishops	of	Papua	New	Guinea	and	Solomon	Islands	
for	the	Year	of	Youth	2018	

 

Dear Young People, Parents, Priests, Religious, Laity, and all those who minister to the youth, 

May the fullness of joy which comes from Christ be yours! 

YEAR OF YOUTH - 2018 

In October 2018 Pope Francis is convening a Synod of Bishops which will treat the topic: 
“Young People, the Faith and Vocational Discernment.”  As the Holy Father says, “I wanted you 
(young people) to be the centre of attention, because you are in my heart.” The Pope desires 
young people to be transformed in the light of faith so that they may be able to experience the 
fullness of joy to which everyone is called.  

The present pastoral letter addresses the theme of the Synod for next year 2018. It continues the 
Catholic Bishops’ reflection on the youth as contained in our last pastoral letter ten years ago on 
the occasion of the 2008 Year of Youth. In that letter we proclaimed to you that the youth are our 
joy and our crown, and a vital part of our Church. We appealed to you to be with the young; to 
listen to their concerns and the challenges they are facing, and to accompany them in their 
difficulties. We also challenged you to continue proclaiming the Good News to them with 
renewed vigor and fidelity, to instruct them in the faith, and to help them to always choose Jesus 
as their Model. Finally, we encouraged you to celebrate life, esp. the Eucharist, with the young, 
and to challenge them to go out to evangelize and to be holy because evangelization is a task for 
saints.  

Faith, Discernment, Vocation.  One of God’s wonderful dreams for the young is for them to 
see things as Jesus does (cf. Lumen Fidei, 18). This is what we mean by faith. This kind of faith 
is the source of vocational discernment. Faith helps one to make concrete choices in life that is 
consistent with the Father’s dream. “It enhances our lives and makes us aware of a magnificent 
calling, the vocation to love”. From the depths of our conscience, faith helps us to listen to the 
Spirit and to dialogue with the Word, who is the Way, the Truth and the Life (cf Jn 14:6). This is 
what we mean by discernment, a gift of the Spirit. The believer discerns through the power of the 
Spirit how to live the Gospel and to respond to the call which the Lord addresses to all whether 
through marriage, the ordained ministry or the consecrated life.  Through the help of the Spirit, 
one recognizes the experiences and feelings he has, and interprets them so as to understand what 
is the call of the Spirit. This calls for an honest confrontation in the light of God’s Word with its 
moral demands. The person has to make a choice and a decision that is both free and responsible, 
and related to the concrete situation wherein he finds himself.  This kind of vocational 
discernment can end up to be a long process that unfolds over time. It can be personally difficult 



because responding to a vocation can mean accepting a mission which involves the willingness 
to risk one’s life and to travel the way of the cross in the footsteps of Jesus. Because of this, there 
is need for vocation accompaniment.  The Church has the duty to accompany the younger 
generation so that they may feel empowered and learn to collaborate in building up God’s 
Kingdom on earth. 

Vocation discernment in the footsteps of the beloved disciple.  The Preparatory Document 
invites us to reflect on young people in the footsteps of the beloved disciple. Mary, the Mother of 
Jesus, is the perfect disciple. Her response at the Annunciation is the model for vocation 
discernment and for all who seek to respond to God’s call. As we reflect at Mary’s experience of 
vocation, we can learn how to promote and discern vocations among the youth of our own time.  

1. Build Christian families. There is only one basic vocation: the vocation to follow Christ 
which Christians receive in Baptism. It is a vocation to love and to proclaim the Gospel, 
esp. to the poor, the unfortunate and those in the peripheries. This basic vocation is lived 
out in different states of life, whether as married, ordained, consecrated or single. The 
family is the crib of vocation, and parents are called to guide their children on how they 
will live their Christian faith in the world. Mary’s vocation started at the home of her 
parents, Sts. Joaquim and Anne. Their faith helped Mary to say her yes to God. An 
important mission of the Church is to build Christian families that have a strong and 
living faith. These are families that pray together, make Christ the center of their home, 
and live their day to day life according to their Christian faith. They go to Mass and 
receive the sacraments regularly. They observe the commandments of God, and are 
involved in the life and mission of the Church. Parents who are faithful and joyfully 
committed to their marriage vows are the best promoters of this kind of life to young 
people. Parents, who are active within their own parish or Catholic community, help 
encourage their children to embrace the priesthood or the consecrated life, or live the 
married or single life as a way to love and serve as a Christian in the world. 
 

2. Introduce God to your children early in their life.  The Gospel of Luke (2:52) tells us 
that the boy Jesus increased in wisdom, in stature, and in favour with God and with 
people.  The vocation of children are usually prepared for early in life by the faith of their 
parents at home, the teachers in school and the people of their community. We should not 
wait for our children to be grown up before we introduce them to faith and the love of 
God.  There are children who have even expressed their willingness to become priests or 
sisters at a very early age. We should never underestimate the faith of children. They are 
capable of heroic faith and love. 

 
3. Create families that pray.  It was while Mary was at prayer that she received the call 

from God. Prayer is necessary for a vocation to be born.   Prayer is relationship with God. 
Without an awareness of God’s presence, there can be no real vocation. It was at the 
home of Nazareth where Mary developed a personal and intimate relationship with God 
based on faith and love. She talked to God and listened to God in prayer. She trusted in 
God and was ready to do whatever God wanted of her.  Families and Christian 
communities should involve the young in prayer and teach them to pray.  

 



4. Pray for young people and believe in their capacity to make heroic sacrifices.  The 
vocation of Mary is both astounding and unique. Who could ever imagine that the simple 
girl of Nazareth is capable of uttering her fiat, a word of heroic faith and total obedience 
before the mystery of God? Many young people are also capable of saying their own 
fiats. Through faith and the power of the Holy Spirit, they are capable of saying Yes to 
whatever is the will of God, and of making heroic sacrifices for the love and service of 
God and his people.  

 
5. Do not overlook the simple and humble. Do not easily give up hope on young people 

who come from the villages and those who failed to be selected to go to grades 9 or 11. 
Many of them are victims of circumstances and have been unjustly deprived of 
opportunities to develop their talents. However, given the right environment and with the 
proper motivation, they can still bloom. We know that God prefers and chooses the 
simple and uneducated for his purposes.  As Mary sings in the Magnificat:  My soul 
glorifies the Lord … He looks on his servant in her lowliness.  

 
6. Offer your children to God and accompany them in the discernment of God’s plan 

for them.  Parents can at times be selfish and think only of themselves. They can regard 
their children as their own properties.  Parents, however, should consider themselves 
more as caretakers and stewards of God who is our true Father. God has a plan for every 
child, and parents should help their children to discern this plan so that they are able to 
freely and knowingly follow whatever is God’s will for them. Mary and Joseph brought 
the child Jesus to the Temple to offer him to God.  They had to gradually learn the 
difficult meaning of this offering when Jesus said to them: did you not know that I must 
be in my Father’s house? (Lk 2:49). Let us accompany the young in the discernment of 
their vocation. Like what Elizabeth did when Mary visited her, let us help the young to 
discover and affirm the call and the gift that God may have for them, so that they too may 
rejoice and sing Mary’s Magnificat.  

 
7. Entrust the young to Mary.  Mothers have an extraordinary and unconditional love for 

their children. Mary is the mother not only of Jesus, but also of all those who would 
follow Him and dedicate their whole lives to His service.  Woman, this is your son … this 
is your mother (Jn 19:26-27). Encourage the young to be devoted to Mary. Pray the 
Rosary daily with them, and encourage them to imitate Mary and to entrust themselves to 
her maternal love and protection.  From the heart of Mary, vocations are born.  
 

8. Involve the young in Church activities and teach them the way of joyful service.  
There are fewer vocations today because present-day culture promotes materialism and a 
love that is narcissistic and not self-giving. We should teach our young people how to 
think less of themselves and more of others. Involve them in Church programmes and 
community activities. Young people love to sing and dance, and this will not only enliven 
our liturgies but also expand the heart of our youth for service. Involve them also in the 
work of catechizing children, and make them experience the joy of reaching out to the 
poor and the less fortunate. Mary set out quickly to the hill country of Judah to serve and 
bring joy to her cousin Elizabeth. Young people can do likewise as they are encouraged 
by the example of priests, sisters and lay people who radiate joy in service. 



 
9. Pray for vocations and actively promote vocations.  A vocation is different from a 

career. In a vocation, it is God who chooses. In a career, it is we who choose whether to 
be a teacher, a nurse, an engineer, doctor or lawyer. Since vocation to the married, 
priestly, religious and single life is God’s choice for us, it is a gift that can be ours only if 
we ask for it. As Jesus said: ‘ask the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers to his 
harvest.' (Mt 9:37).  We should invite the youth and the whole parish to pray for 
vocations esp. on Thursdays during the Holy Hour before the Blessed Sacrament. We 
should also actively promote vocations and the vocation to love, and affirm the particular 
vocation to which God may be calling the young people. As the angel said of Mary:  
Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. (Lk 1:28). As in that cenacle room before the 
great Pentecost, let us pray with Mary that the Spirit may touch and empower the hearts 
of our youth to go and build a more just and friendly society, and spread the Gospel to the 
ends of the earth. 

 
10. Challenge young people to be holy. Everyone is called to be holy and everyone is 

capable of becoming saints.  Jacinta and Francisco, who saw Our Lady at Fatima, were 
mere children recently canonized by Pope Francis. There are also a multitude of young 
people who have been declared saints and blesseds by the Church, and presented as 
models for the young. Among them are Sts. Maria Goretti, Therese of the Child Jesus, 
John Bosco, Pedro Calungsod, Aloysius Gonzaga, Gundisalvus of Lagos, John 
Berchmans, Philomena, Pierre-Francois Neron, plus our own two blesseds,  John 
Mazzuconi and Peter To Rot. The youth of today can also become saints like them. Let us 
introduce the saints to our youth, and encourage them to read the lives of the saints. To be 
holy is to follow Christ and live a life of faith.  To be holy is to imitate Christ who was 
perfectly obedient to the will of His Father. To be holy is to love as Jesus loved even at 
the cost of much suffering. We should constantly pray to Mary to help our young people 
to be holy. From this desire to be holy is born the desire to consecrate oneself totally to 
God as Mary did. Let us say: Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners. 

 
Papua New Guinea and the Solomon Islands are countries blessed with many young people. 
They do not have to be rascals or a problem to society.  With proper accompaniment and sound 
spiritual formation and guidance, the young can be empowered to help the Church to regain its 
own youthfulness and to tansform the world and society according to the dream of the Father.  
As the young grow in their faith and the discernment of God’s loving call, they can experience 
the fullness of Joy that belongs also to them.  Let us not deprive them of this joy which they will 
find in Christ through Mary. 
 
My dear young people, we, as your Pastors, would like to exhort you and affirm that:  

1. You are loved.  On the occasion of the presentation of the preparatory documents of the 
15th Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops, Pope Francis declared that 
you, young people, are in his heart. This reminds us of John, the beloved disciple, who as 
a young man was called by the Lord to follow Him. Every one of you as also all men and 
women in every age, are chosen and loved by God. To you are addressed these words of 



Jesus, “These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy 
may be full” (Jn 15:11). 

2. God has a dream for you. Just like Joseph and David,  Mary of Nazareth and Mary 
Magdalene, as well as Blesseds John Mazzuconi and Peter Torot, young people are called 
by the Father who has a wonderful dream for each and every of them. Like Abraham, you 
are called to “Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to the land 
that I will show you.” (Gen 12.1).  The land to which the Father invites you to go is “a 
more just and friendly society which young people deeply desire and wish to build to the 
very ends of the earth.” 

3. You are called to discover the dream. The Father has placed His dream deep within 
your heart. It is now up to you to discover that dream. Today, unfortunately, many of 
you, who comprise about half of the country’s population, are losing hope in yourselves 
and in your future. Most will be excluded from contributing positively towards the 
welfare of the world and society.   

The youth of today encounter many problems and difficulties. Poverty and the low 
quality of education make it difficult for students to be selected and to continue their 
studies. Most of those who graduate from grades 8, 10 or even 12 are unable to find 
employment and use their talents profitably for the good of society. Without work and 
without adequate education and skills, many turn to alcohol and drugs, and to “raskol” 
and other criminal activities. Many are led to irresponsible sexual activity, forced sex, 
violence, teenage pregnancy, mental disorder and the spread of STIs and HIV-AIDS. This 
is definitely not the Father’s dream for you.  

In PNG & SI, the Catholic Church provides almost half of the education to the young. 
Our schools and our Church, in general, must help the young to discover and realize 
God’s wonderful dream for them, and build up their faith and hope for the future. You 
need to believe in your hearts that Jesus looks at each and every one of you with love. It 
is a loving gaze full of hope. To all those who would believe in Him, Jesus offers a future 
full of abundant life. With the help of the Spirit, you are able to discover the Father’s 
dream for you and be empowered to participate in building God’s Kingdom of joy, love 
and peace on earth. 

According to the Preparatory Document, the vocation to love takes on concrete form in 
everyday life through a series of human choices. These choices find expression in 
marriage, the ordained ministry, consecrated life, as well as in the different professions 
and forms of social and civil commitment, lifestyle, and the management of time and 
money. It is essential that you learn how to transform them, in the light of faith, into steps 
that would lead towards the fullness of joy to which everyone is called. With proper 
accompaniment, you are capable of discovering God's plan in your life. As Pope Francis 



says, “Even when the journey is uncertain and you fall, God, rich in mercy, will extend 
his hand to pick you up”. 

4. Be not afraid to follow the dream of the Father.   With God’s grace, a better world can 
be built by you, young people, as a result of your faith, your efforts, your desire for 
change, and your generous heart. You must not be afraid to listen to the Spirit who 
proposes bold choices to you. You must not hesitate when your faith and your conscience 
challenges you to take risks in following the Master. There is so much good that you are 
capable of doing. The Church wishes to listen to your voice, to your faith, doubts, 
criticism and sensitivities.  As Pope Francis exhorts you, “make your voice heard, let it 
resonate in communities and let it be heard by the shepherds of your souls”. 

 
May these words of Pope Francis find a place in your hearts:  I entrust you to Mary of Nazareth, 
a young person  whom God beheld lovingly, so she might take your hand and guide you to the 
joy of fully and generously responding to God’s call with the words: “Here I am” (cf. Lk 1:38). 

With paternal solicitude, 

 
 
† Rochus Tatamai, MSC 
President 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference  
of Papua New Guinea and Solomon Islands  

25 Sep. 2017 
Feast of Blessed John Mazzuconi 

 
 


